2012 Ontario Chapter AGM Summary by Brian Morrison

The 2012 Ontario Chapter Annual Meeting and Conference was held
March 1% to 3", at Viamede Resort on Stoney Lake. There were
eighty-one registrants (35 of which were students!) for the 2-day
meeting. Twenty-one talks covering a range of subjects from MNR’s
Broadscale Fisheries Management initiative to genetic characterization
of species complexes were given. Fourteen students presented orally
and it was judged that William Glass (University of Windsor) gave the
best presentation, thus winning the E.J. Crossman Award. Shannon
Fera (Trent University) was presented with the Ontario BASS
Federation Nation (OBFN) Award for the best student poster. A
special session led by Dean Fitzgerald and Silvia D’Amelio included
identification of possible topics for workshops and member training at
future events. The Business Meeting was held on Friday afternoon and
included an update on the North Central Division activities by NCD
President-Elect Gary Whelan, as well as the usual business meeting
updates from our Treasurer and Membership Chair. Nominations for

the Ontario Chapter Executive Committee were solicited for two
(continued on page 8)

The audience enjoys one of the many great talks at the 2012 AGM. Photo courtesy of Warren Dunlop






President’s Message (continued from page 1)

had record attendance from the standpoint of sponsors, members, and most
importantly students; we had six contributed posters as well, and that may
also be a record but it was nonetheless positive. Our members contributed
presentations that allowed us to discuss a myriad of topics of historical and
current relevance along with the business of our Chapter; it also appears that
this meeting motivated several individuals to step forward to volunteer for
different positions within our Chapter. Thus, | view our meeting as a success
but please also see the column that is dedicated to the meeting in this
newsletter for a full review. Moving forward, we are presently planning
several meetings to allow our members to interact across Ontario, including
Thunder Bay, Ottawa, and Windsor. Our Chapter will provide funds to
complement these future interactions but they will only occur because a
member in those locales has taken on the responsibility as host. We seem to
be moving in the right direction to finish strong this year.

During 1994, | started my M.Sc. at the University of Waterloo, to assess the
relationship between land use and the biological, chemical, and physical
features of small streams. This assessment allowed for the interactions with
students and researchers at different universities, with scientists at the
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources, with individuals at the Grand River
Conservation Authority, professionals from groups such as Trout Unlimited
along with land owners like farmers, businesses, and universities. Our
approach allowed for the detailed assessment of three streams, from
headwaters to the confluence with the Grand River, and the quantification of
key endpoints. From this effort, we were able to contribute several articles,
complete conference presentations, and prepare other documents that
describe the relationships observed. These contributions documented some
of the linkages evident between land use and stream endpoints, and provided
the basis for my future interactions with individuals from different groups to
collectively complete a multi-faceted study.

Dean Fitzgerald, AFS-OC President (president@afs-oc.org)

So long Andrea and Thanks!

It is with mixed emotions that we say goodbye to our current Secretary,
Andrea Hibbert. Andrea announced that she will be stepping down after
this year (her term ends on August 31°1). We are sad to see Andrea leave
the Executive Committee but we are happy that she will have time to pursue
other interests. Best wishes Andrea!



View from Up Here by sill Gardner

| like to travel, I always have. My parents took me and my siblings
on some neat adventures while we were growing up, Florida and
Scotland being the furthest trips from home. | am always on the
lookout for a unique place to travel to. A friend sent me a link to a
resort where she suggested | might take my next vacation. The
resort is located in Fiji and has 25 underwater (40 feet below the
surface) luxury rooms (more like pods!). Although this resort is a
smidge out of my price range ($15,000 per person for a week (but
only 2 nights actually underwater)) it reminded me about how much
| love being underwater. | can still remember the first time | saw
20,000 Leagues under the Sea. Aquaman was always a favourite
character on the Super Friends (way better than the Wonder Twins)
and | spent many hours as a child with a mask and a snorkel in the
water watching the underwater world. 1 bring this up because
looking at the Fiji resort website reminded me about an article |
once saw in the Journal of the Fisheries Research Board of Canada
about an underwater observation platform that was located in Lake
Huron. The paper by Alan Emery (Journal of the Fisheries
Research Board of Canada, 1973, 30(6): 761-774) detailed
underwater observations of fishes near Tobermory from the
underwater platform. Divers would swim to the platform, day or
night and spend hours observing fishes. A quick internet search
revealed the long history of Sublimnos. An underwater observation
platform built by Dr. Joe Maclnnis, this platform has had a pretty
spectacular existence. Sadly, it is currently sitting in a field near
Lake Ontario (you can do an internet search and read all about how
it got from Lake Huron to Lake Ontario). As spring turns to
summer Sublimnos will once again be visited by many divers, sadly
none of them in the water. As for me, | will continue to snorkel and
SCUBA dive out at the cottage, watching the fish, and dreaming of
living under the sea. Until then, Happy Fishing.




Gyotaku Fish Printing

Gyotaku (pronounced ghee-oh-tah-koo), ("gyo" = fish, and "taku™ =
impression) is the Japanese art of fish printing which originated in
Japan in the mid to late 1800’s. Its original intent was to record
trophy catches before the widespread availability of the modern day
camera. Many of us in this field who attended the University of
Guelph in the 1970’s to 1990’s were first exposed to this art form in
Ichthyology classes. Gyotaku has become a popular art form with
widespread appeal to both anglers and art lovers.

Gyotaku has two distinctly different methods, the direct method, and
the indirect method. The direct method involves painting the side of
a fish and then pressing paper or fabric on to the fish. When the fish
is lifted the paper will reveal a detailed mirror-image. The indirect
method involves taking a wetted piece of paper and pressing it over
the body of a fish, and then colouring the raised surfaces of the fish
on top of the paper using a cotton ball dabbed in paint. A quick
Google search reveals many websites and artists who are practicing
this art form. The above photo is from Capt. Don Regar, Jr at
http://www.gyotaku.net.




Interested in Larval fish?

Here are two great websites to get you on your way. Larvalbase is
a website loaded with information about larval fish, including
habitat and biology. The second website is an interactive version of
Dr. Nancy Auer’s Great Lakes larval fish key.

http://www.larvalbase.org
http://techalive.mtu.edu/larvalfishid/index.htm




Student Subunit News

The Ontario Chapter Student Subunit hosted a BBQ during the first evening
of the 2012 AFS-OC Annual General Meeting (AGM) at Viamede Resort.
While we served meat and meatless BBQ fair to an estimated 50 plus
members, the event itself served its purpose as a place to greet old friends and
meet new colleagues. With the organizing expertise of the Executive
Committee, we were able to secure MNR’s Mike Rawson as the plenary
speaker. Mike delivered important messages about fisheries management
which were well received by young and experienced professionals at the
conference. Thanks to all of the organizations who supported the Student
Subunit this year.

The Student Subunit continues to plan and coordinate additional activities and
opportunities for learning in 2012, including a Class-2 back-pack
electrofishing course and certification (date/location TBA). Please email Lee
Gutowsky (student-president@afs-oc.org) if you would like to volunteer or
make suggestions for future endeavors.

Finally, there will be a vacancy on the Student Subunit Executive Committee
next year. Andrew Ecclestone (the current VVP) will be leaving us as he has
successfully defended his thesis. If you are interested in joining the team for a
1-year term (from September 1, 2012 to August 31, 2013) please contact Lee
Gutowsky at student-president@afs-oc.org.

Photo above: Volunteer explaining fish biology to an Outdoor Education class near Trenton, ON.
Photo courtesy of Cameron Sinclair.



Literature searches just became easier: OMNR has a wonderful website
where their publications can be searched for and downloaded.

Check out the following website:
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Publication/index.html

2012 AFS-OC AGM Summary (continued from page 1)

soon to be vacant positions, President-Elect and Secretary (terms begin
in September). If you are interested in running for either of these
positions, please contact Dean Fitzgerald at president@afs-oc.org.
We’d like to thank the very generous support of our meeting Sponsors
(see page 2). Photos of the event are on page 10 of this newsletter and
will be available on the chapter website soon.




2012 ROM Fish ID Workshops

Three regular and one species at risk workshops have been scheduled:
1.17-19 April 2012 (regular 3-day workshop)

2. 24-26 April 2012 (regular 3-day workshop)

3. 30 April - 2 May 2012 (regular 3-day workshop)

4. 3-4 May 2012 (2-day fish species at risk workshop)

Place: University of Toronto, Ramsay Wright Building, Room 205, 25
Harbord Street.
Time: All workshops will begin promptly at 9AM and end at 5PM.

Registration/Cancellation

To inquire about availability or reserve a spot contact Cathy Dutton by
phone or email.

Cathy Dutton

Department of Natural History, Royal Ontario Museum

100 Queen’s Park, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 2C6

Telephone: 416-586-5894/ FAX: 416-586-5553

Email: cathya@rom.on.ca

Additional Information

For information about course content or matters other than registration,
contact:

Erling Holm or Mary Burridge

Department of Natural History (Ichthyology)

Royal Ontario Museum

100 Queen’s Park

Toronto, Ontario

CANADA M5S 2C6

Telephone: 416-586-5760 (Erling), 416-586-5531 (Mary)
FAX: 416-586-5553

Email: workshop-ichthyol@rom.on.ca

For further information see Workshops / Courses on the Events &
Conferences page of the AFS-OC website: http://www.afs-oc.org




2012 Ostaria Chapter AGM
T PMM (Courtery of Warsem Dunlof)

Photo above: Vice-President Nick Lapointe introduces
the next speaker at the 2012 AGM.

Photo above: The ice-fishing begins.

Photo above: The lineup for dinner. Photo above: Discussions during the Poster session (with
Mike Pinder, Scott Gibson and Andrew Ecclestone)

Photo above: President Dean Fitzgerald discusses issues  Photo above: Viamede Resort location of the 2012
at the Business Meeting. AFS-OC AGM.
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