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President’s Message

Hello everyone,
this is my first
message as Presi-
dent of AFS-OC.
As your new
President, | want
to begin my mes-
sage to all of you
by expressing my
thanks and the
thanks of the
chapter to our out-
going, now Past-
President, Bill
Gardner. Bill
moved our Chap-
ter forward on a number of fronts, including helping
to establish our new student subunit. Bill also con-
firmed the commitment of our Chapter as local
chapter host for the AFS 2008 Annual Meeting in
Ottawa. At this writing, Bill and his wife are still on
a well-deserved vacation in China.

As President of the Chapter for this coming year, |
have set a number of goals for myself. Firstis to
work with the ExComm and our Education Com-
mittee co-chairs, Jason Barnucz and Dave Green
to launch a series of annual training workshops to
increase the capability of fisheries professionals to
better protect and manage fisheries and aquatic
resources. Second, the Chapter hopes to work
with our sister Chapters in Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin to hold join AGMs and perhaps a regional sym-
posium in February 2009. Finally, perhaps the big-
gest goal is to help make the AFS 2008 Annual
Meeting in Ottawa a huge success.

The first goal is very important to me. Over my
career as an aquatic ecologist, | have had the op-
portunity to gain an enormous amount of exposure
and training in fields related to my interest in rivers,
streams and watersheds. Some of this training
(e.g. hydrogeology for biologists) occurred through
the AFS Southern Ontario Chapter beginning in
the late 1980’s, early 1990’s. Many of my contem-
poraries were also beneficiaries of this training and
we all used our new awareness to move environ-
mental and fisheries management forward. How-
ever, many of these women and men are now ei-
ther retired or have moved on to other jobs. Many
of our members have not had the opportunities for
training that | had and so, | believe it is a perfect
time to launch a new training initiative through our
Chapter. As a matter of fact, the first such work-
shop on Bioengineering occurred a few weeks ago
in partnership with the Grand River Conservation
Authority, Harrington & Hoyle, Credit Valley Con-
servation, City of Waterloo and R & M Construc-
tion. This workshop was chaired by Samantha
Mason and by all accounts an enormous success
(see article on page 4).

The second goal is the joint AGM in February 2009
between our chapter, and the Minnesota and Wis-
consin Chapters. Bill Gardner, myself and the Ex-
Comm think that this will be a wonderful opportu-
nity to meet with our colleagues from across the
border, learn about related fisheries and aquatic
issues and perhaps develop new joint initiatives.
This meeting will also hopefully re-engage our
northwestern members. The meeting is proposed
for Duluth, Minnesota and the Chapter is beginning
now to save and raise funds to expedite travel by
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President’s Message .....Cont’'d

as many Chapter members as possible (including
our students) to this meeting.

Of course, the biggest goal of this coming year is
the Annual Meeting in Ottawa. As host Chapter
we have agreed to actively support the 2008 Orga-
nizing Committee and help wherever we can.

This will mean volunteering to assist on sub-
committees of the Organizing Committee, helping
with logistics at the meeting and helping with the
content of the meeting. One of the biggest jobs is
on the Fund-raising Committee, being ably chaired
by AFS-OC member, Debra Martin-Downs. Our
Chapter is well represented on this committee and
we need even more help. The Chapter is also re-
sponsible for the Raffle held during the Annual
Meeting and we will also be looking for people to
assist us there. Already a number of our members
have volunteered to assist on a number of commit-
tees. Don’t be worried if you have not yet indi-
cated that you want to help. We will require more
help as we get closer to the event. Please contact

me if you wish to help and I will direct you to the
committee that can use your help.

Finally, I would be remiss if | didn’t stress how
enormously pleased | am that we now have an offi-
cial student sub-unit under the able Presidency of
Mary Finch-Histed. This sub-unit has already con-
ducted a successful Level 2 backpack electrofish-
ing course for students (with the support of the
Watershed Science Centre). Our student sub-unit
has also already stepped forward to establish the
student sub-committee for the Annual Meeting.

This will be a very exciting year. | am looking for-
ward to the challenge and looking forward to meet-
ing and working with as many of you as | can.

Here’s to exciting times ahead.

Jack Imhof
president@afs-oc.org

AFS 2008 Update

With the AFS 2007 Annual Meeting a success, preparation for the 2008 Annual Meeting is now on full
throttle. The 2008 Annual Meeting website (www.fisheries.org/afs08) is now up and active and accepting

abstracts and symposia ideas (see the 1st Call for Papers at the end of this newsletter). Our number
one objective in the near future is fund-raising. The Fund-raising committee has established a long list of

contacts and will need help with raising both
funds and raffle prizes for Ottawa. Planning is
also already underway for the hospitality events
and the student events. Michael Donaldson,
member of our student subunit and member of
the Student Committee for the Annual Meeting
has been very busy helping to structure the AFS
2008 Student Poster session. The Committee is
also exploring what would be needed in order to
make this conference a “green conference”. San
Francisco did a good job making their conference
as green as possible and we hope to do the
same.

Also be sure to check the AFS 2008 page on the
Ontario Chapter website (www.afs-oc.orqg) for the
latest developments!
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Student Subunit Update

We are very excited to announce that this is our first newsletter as the newly elected Student Subunit Ex-
ecutive! Thank you very much to everyone who chose us to represent the students of the Ontario Chap-
ter of the American Fisheries Society. We would like to take this opportunity to remind you, that you are
always welcome to make suggestions to us on how to improve the student subunit. Also, please feel free
to forward us any opportunities that you think Ontario students would be interested in and we’ll make sure
to share them with the subunit.

Our electrofishing course offered in September was extremely successful. We would like to thank every-
one for their support, especially the Institute for Watershed Science and the Cooke lab for their contribu-
tions. Please see the article by Mike Donaldson on page 6 for a student’s perspective of the course.

We are busy planning our next event to be held in conjunction with the winter AFS-OC workshop. We are
still floating around ideas but suggestions include an evening with a scientist or a mini symposium.

Mike Donaldson is heavily involved in the student activity planning for the 2008 AFS Annual Meeting and
you should expect to hear more details as the conference gets closer.

Finally, we wish everyone a great autumn season or as we like to call it “Data Analysis Time.”
Kind regards,

Andrew, Mary & Mike
Student Subunit Executive

Mary Finch
student-president@afs-oc.org

Michael Donaldson
student-vice-president@afs-oc.org

Andrew Drake
student-secretary@afs-oc.org

AFS-OC Swag! Get your Hats and Pins Here!

Impress your friends and colleagues - Support your AFS-OC now!

Ontario Chapter baseball caps and lapel pins are now available for purchase from your Executive Com-
mittee.

Cost: Baseball Cap $20.00
Lapel Pin $3.00

If you would like to place an order for a baseball cap or lapel pin,
please contact Heather Lynn (secretary@afs-oc.org).
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Continuing Education

Introductory Bioengineering Course
October 16-17, 2007

Kudos to Samantha Mason of the Grand River
Conservation Authority for organizing a VERY suc-
cessful and informative Introductory Bioengineer-
ing Course.

If you missed it, waffled (as | did) or just couldn't
be bothered to make the time ...... you made a big
mistake! Hosting a capacity crowd our first
"Continuing Education" offering was a HUGE suc-
cess. This bioengineering course was very well
attended with diverse participant affiliation ranging
from federal and provincial agencies, various con-
servation authorities and consulting firms, non
government organizations, as well as individual
entrepreneurs and interested parties. The commu-
nity support was equally impressive with Glenn
Harrington, of Harrington and Hoyle Ltd. leading
the charge.

Glenn's experience and grasp of industry chal-
lenges, attitudes and techniques were well
blended into a montage of basic techniques and
examples that bode well to demonstrate what can
be done with a little ingenuity, willingness and
openness to alternatives that counter the idea of
"hard" engineering. Providing extensive examples,
Glenn presented several scenarios demonstrating
various soil bioengineering techniques (live faci-
nes, brush layering, brush mattresses & staking)
and their temporal effectiveness by way of before,
after, and long-term photos of completed projects.

Bob Morris of Credit Valley Conservation pre-
sented the challenges associated with garnering
community support and working with private land
owners, volunteers and community groups.

Harry Reinders of R&M Construction delivered a
well-rounded end to the presentations by providing
a contractors perspective of construction and im-
plementation. Harry has been actively involved in
restoration projects for over 15 years and demon-
strated the real world of engineering, construction,
timelines, scheduling and the reality of pulling it all
together.

Day 1 ended
with a "field trip"
to cut, gather
and prepare our
brush material
for the next
day's hands-on
project.

Day 2 began

with morning field trips to three bioengineered pro-
ject sites, all of which were completed by Harring-
ton and Hoyle more than 10 years ago. This tour
entailed a description of the challenges, successes
and failures often encountered during the planning
and field phases of such projects.

The "course practical" wrapped up this two-day
extravaganza by engaging all participants in the
actual reconstruction of a 20-m section of Laurel
Creek in Hillside Park, Waterloo. It was terrific to
feel the genuine enthusiasm and camaraderie of
the group as we all tried our hand at building and
installing facines, brush layers and brush mat-
tresses, while live staking our construction to en-
sure our efforts did not wash away in the next
storm event.

The success of this entire project could not have
taken place so easily without the generous contri-
butions and involvement of the City of Waterloo.
We extend our deepest thanks and gratitude to
Denise McGoldrick, Len Fay, Dan Ditaranto and
ground crews of the City of Waterloo for helping to
organize and prepare the test site by isolating the
work area with jersey barriers and sand bags, col-
lecting and delivering our brush cuttings and extra
compaction soil and for providing a backhoe and
operator extraordinaire to play with us.

SORRY YOU MISSED IT? ............ Keep your
eyes peeled toward next fall, maybe we can co-
erce Samantha into a repeat performance.
DON'T MISS IT AGAIN!

See ya there next time.

Debbie DePasquale,
Enthusiastic course participant!
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AFS-OC Student Subunit

Backpack Electrofishing Certification Course

On September 28"™ and 29", the AFS-OC student
subunit held their inaugural course offering, “The
OMNR Class 2 Electrofishing Backpack Crew
Leader Certification Course” at the Canadian
Centre for Inland Waters in Burlington, Ontario.
The student subunit pro-tem Executive (Mary
Finch, Michael Donaldson and Andrew Drake)
initiated and con-
ducted the course.

Students from all
education institu-
tions in Ontario
were eligible to
take the course

and “student success and bodes well for future education initia-
friendly” course tives that will be conducted by the student subunit.
fees were offered, along with an additional dis-
count for AFS-OC members. The course fea- The student subunit would like to thank the Ameri-

tured an “in-class” theory component and a hands can Fisheries Society Ontario Chapter, the Trent
-on “field” component led by Andrew Drake. With University Institute for Watershed Science, Lynn

nearly twenty stu- Bouvier, and countless other individuals who

dents participating, helped make this course
Andrew had his happen, and most of all, the
hands full, but did a course participants for mak-
phenomenal job of ing this a fun and educa-
delivering both tional experience!
components of the

course to a capti- Mike Donaldson,

vated audience. AFS-OC Student Subunit

Vice President
The course was enjoyed by all and featured ex-
cellent weather, delicious snacks, and a great
group of people. All in all, the course was a major

Take the
Great Canadian Baitfish Survey
TODAY!

Help Fisheries and Oceans Canada, the Bait Association of Ontario, the Ontario Ministry of Natural Re-
sources and the University of Toronto understand what, where and how Canadians use baitfish for an-
gling. Complete the survey at www.surveymonkey.com/bait_survey
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Call for Nominations

Excellence in Fisheries Education Award
Education Section, American Fisheries Society

The American Fisheries Society (AFS) Excellence in Fisheries Education Award was established in 1988.
The award is administered by the Education Section and is presented to an individual to recognize excel-
lence in organized teaching and advising in some aspect of fisheries education. Nominees may be in-
volved in extension or continuing education, as well as traditional college and university instruction.

Nominees must be AFS members, have been actively engaged in fisheries education within the last five
years, and have had at least 10 years of professional employment experience in fisheries education.

Two or more people may act as nominators, but at least one nominator must be an AFS member. The
nominator(s) is responsible for compiling supporting material and submitting the application.

The suggested format for applications can be found on the Education Section web site at
http://www.fisheries.org/afs/awards/

Application materials should be sent to Michael Quist (mcquist@iastate.edu) in digital form.

Nomination deadline is May 16, 2008. Additional information can be obtained from:

Michael Quist

Chair, Excellence in Fisheries Education Committee
Dept. of Natural Resource Ecology & Management
lowa State University

339 Science Il

Ames, 1A 50011

Email: mcquist@iastate.edu

Phone: (515) 294-9682 / Fax: (515) 294-2995

Mark These Dates

Leap year is on it's way and something’s brewing! In lieu of this year's AGM, the Education Committee
is cooking up plans for a workshop or two. Keep a close watch on our AFS-OC website at
http://www.afs-oc.org and keep your calendar open February 28, 29 and March 1st, 2008

Website Photo Gallery

We’re working on it. Our website is dynamic, just like our webmaster who works very hard to keep things
moving, providing continuous modifications to keep you informed. So visit often to see the latest on the
job market or in educational opportunities AND .......... soon to come ....... a Photo Gallery highlighting our
various events and all the fun times you may have missed. Don’t miss out next time, stay informed and up
to date by visiting http://www.afs-oc.org/.
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The View From Up Here

The View From Up Here will return.

We're holding Bill’s place ..... And maybe even

changing the name while he’s gone, how about

“The View from Over Here” rve
Yes Bill is off exploring the exot- e

ics of the FAR EAST .....CHINA

to be exact!

From all of us at AFS-OC ...... We miss you Bill

and look forward to your next instalment and the
telling tales of your adventures overseas.

Call For Volunteers

This is a second call for volunteers for the AFS 2008 General Meeting in Ottawa, August 17-21,

2008. The organizing committee is now really gearing up and we will need more people signed up to as-
sist us with everything from Fund-raising, the Meeting Raffle, Registration, Local Logistics, Social Events,
Student Events and much, much more. [f interested, please send a note to Jack Imhof, President, AFS-
OC (president@afs-oc.org). The Ontario Chapter is the host Chapter for this fantastic meeting and this is
a wonderful opportunity to contribute to your Chapter, Society and profession.

Ontario Freshwater Fishes Life History Database

The AFS-OC is proud to be affiliated with the Ontario Freshwater Fishes Life History Database
(OFFLHD). Once hosted by the Ontario Chapter, the OFFLHD now has its own domain (www.fishdb.ca).
This website is an unparalleled source of information concerning the fishes of Ontario. Researchers, con-
sultants and students alike agree this interactive searchable database provides a valuable resource to all
those interested in Ontario freshwater fishes.

The OFFLHD is a fully searchable database for all Ontario and adjacent Great Lakes freshwater fishes
including introduced, extirpated and extinct species. It contains current

information pertaining to life history, habitat, size and age, distribution,

status, reproduction and nomenclature for 150 species, 3 subspecies

and 2 established hybrids. The website also includes photographs,

range maps, notes, references, glossary of terms and related web links.

Try it out for yourself by clicking the OFFLHD logo on the Ontario Chap-
ter homepage, or directly by visiting http://www.fishdb.ca. Explore,
learn and enjoy.

The Ontario Freshwater Fishes Life History Database was created and
is maintained by Rob Eakins, webmaster@afs-oc.org.
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Format for symposium proposals
1)  Symposiam title: Brief bul de=criplive
2y Owganizer(s) Provide name, nddreas, elephone rembes, fax rumber and e-=eil address of sach crganizer. Indicals by an nsberizk the name of the main conkact
per=an.
¥ Description: I 300 words or less, dezcrke the lopic addrezsed by the proposed sy=paziu=, the chjedive of fhe oy iurm, and e vakee of The symposium bo
AFE memiers and paricipani.
4)  Fermat and time requirement: Indicats bie mix of formets (cral and poxier]. Strie the fime requined dor reqular oral presetations (e, 20 minutes per apeaier) and
the fime required for speed presentrions and posier viewing |3 minsbes per speaker ples one hour of posler viewing]).
¥ Chairss Supply name(s) of indviduzl[s] wha wil chair the: sympesium.
& Presentation requirementss We encourege speakers fo wse PowerPoint for prezenfations, & Moc-based prezenlafons mest be convered fo PC format pricr be
the meeSing. Presenisions in ofber sofware progesms must Be approved price fo scceptance.
T Audiowizual requiremems: Ey=pasium chairs must providie 8 PCAnlerface Iapiop compater for their sexzsion. LOD projecioes will ke mvailnble in svery room. Other
sudiovisual equipment needed for the symposium will be conzidered, but competer projection i strongly encoumged.
#  Special seatimg requests: Efandaed rooms will ke amanged thestre-shie. Plense indicale 3pecial seafing requesls (for example, “ofier fhe: bresk, & panel
discuzsion with sesfing for 10 panel members will be reeded®).
9)  List of presentations: Please supply infonmabion in the following foemat:
Presenfer’s Confirmed Format
Kame Terfalive SHe of presentation [yesing] [orali=persd preseninfion)
1 -
2 _ -
10} Sponsors: Fapplicable, indicate sponzarship. A sponzor is nof required.

Contributed Oral and Poster Papers
The program cammitiee inviles abstracts for presemtations (oral and poster) at contribuled paper sessions. Authors Mus! indicale their prefemed presentaion format. 1) oral
-:ﬂ]', p:ﬁtermma-]uﬂmferralmnpzsmmm ity ane oral preseniztion will e accepied for 2ach senior auior. Posier submissons are encouraged because
mited time available for oral preseniations. The program will include & dedicated poster session 1o encourage discussion betwesen posier aufors and attendess.
mm-ammmrhmmaupuszrpapersmmnemmwﬂﬁmmm Al SUBITISSIoNS MUST Be made using the AFS oning absirac: submission fm, which is
aalatie on Te AFS website [y fisheries aml. Wien submitiing your absiract
» e a bref but descriphive tide, avoiding acronyms or scientiic names in he it umiess the comman rame is not widely knoen;
List all authars, their afilialions, addresses, ielephone numbers, and e-mal addnesses;
»  Provade a summary of your findings and resinict your absiract o 200 words.
All preseniers will Feceive 3 prompt email confirmation of their absTact submission and wil be nodhed of acceptance and the desionaled fme and place of their preseniation by
S0 ADN 2008,
[For coniributed papers, please indicaie which iwo general iopics best fit the concepd of your absiracl Topics inciude: Bioenginesnng, Communites and Emsysems,
Contaminants and Towicoiogy, Education, Fish Cullure, Fish Healin, Fish Consenvation, Freshavaler Fish Ecology, Freshwaler Fishenies Management, Genetics, Habitat and
\iiner Quaity, Human Cimensions, Maring Fish Ecology, Marine Fisheries Management, Native Fishes, Prysiniogy, Poicy, Popuiaiion Dynamics, Stalistics and Modsfing,
SpECes Spacic (Spedhy) and Cner [specisy).
Late submizsions will not b= accepied. ATS does not wake regisiration fees for preseniers at sympasia, worishops, or contribuied paper sessions. All preseniers and
meeting atiendees must pay regisiration fees. Regisiratbion forms: will b= available on the AFS websie (R fisheries org) in hay 2008; regsier early for cost savings.

Format for submitted abstracts

For absiracts submilied o a Symposium For ateiracts submited as a Contnbuted Paper
Enier Symposim fibe: Envier 2 choices for fopic;
Spenfy format {1} Cral (2) Speed presentatbon [L.e., Posien

Specify format (1) 06l (2) Pasier [2) Oral preseered, e poster acoeptabie
Tifle: An =xample atisiract for the AFS 2008 Annual Meeting
Aumihors:
Lester, Migel. Ontana Mnstry of atursl Resources, 2140 East Bank Dive, Petssharough, Ontann KA TBS; 705-755-1588; [igel lestenBontana o
Marakdo, Dave. Omario MinisTy of Naturl Resoaces, 500 Water S, Petertonugh, Onano K9 865, TO5-T55-1906; fgve mardafanain o
Presarmer Migel Lester
Abesiract: Absitacts are ussd by Tie Program Commilles 1o evaluais and seiedt papers for indusion in the scientisc and 1echnical sessons of the 2008 AFS Al
Meetng, An Ffomatve absiract contans a siiement of the protlem and s Sgicance, study objecives, prrcpal Sndngs and appicabon, and i canions B Te
presoibed fonmat.
Stwdent presenter? [Work bemng reporied was compieled wiile 3 studenty Mo

Contacts Meeting logissics and plarming: Comributed papers- Drganizing a continuing education course
I::-:::Iqu-d%o Figel Lestes -nrurl-':hup
Fizhesims Section, MNR Aguatic Scisnce & Sacion, MNR ﬁ
dmmmm@mhiun TI5-T55- 1006 rigel lestenBortano.m TI5-T55-1345 Jl Marine Ecence Lok
comig wooltoBffnose gov
Posters:
m Tim Haxdom
lu:pui: e & Development Seclion, MWR Eputhern Sciance, MNR
merk. idguapBoeianc.cn 057551550 fim hemlon@oninocn  613-258-8240
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